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ants instituted a passive resistance by refusing to
raise more than their families needed, and the
result was the famine of 1921.

The communists were divided among themselves
as to the procedure for overcoming this obstacle.
They were faced with this dilemma: Should they
give way to the peasants in order to stimulate pro-
duction on the farms in order to feed the starving
urban population, or should they stand by their
ideals of a communistic state regardless* of the
opposition of the peasants? Trotzky insisted that the
only way to solve these problems and to abolish
private ownership in the villages was to collectivize
the farms, in order to stimulate production, and to
exterminate the kulak, who constituted the anti-
revolutionary bourgeois element among the peas-
ants*

Lenin, although he agreed with Trotzky's theory
that so long as the Russian peasants remained
"half-worker and half-capitalist" they could not be
converted to communism, was nevertheless afraid
to force collectivization on them for fear that it
would antagonize them even more. In order to stop
the passive resistance of the peasants and reconcile
them to. party policies Lenin created the NEP (New
Economic Policy, which permitted private trading).